. Alterations in cell surface glycoconjugates also occur in various pathological states (11, 20 
Results

General Histology
The rat peroneal nerve is a unifascicular nerve consisting primarily oflarge myclinated nerve fibers surrounded by a thin penineunium ( Figure 1 V. blood vessels.
septa ( Figure  2 ). Small blood vessels arc also present in the nerve. In spite of these differences in morphology between rat and human nerves, the general organization of the two is quite similar.
Lectin Binding Pattern
A similar lectin binding pattern was observed with both the perox- Binding pattern is similar to that seen by fluorescent procedure (compare to Figure 5 ). The perineurium (P), blood yessels (V), and Schwann cell basement membrane region (arrows) exhibit staining.
Bar 100 pm.
idase and the fluorescence procedure and for different nerve sampies used. The lectin binding pattern was similar but not identical between rat and human nerves.
These results are summarized in 
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. .
.
: - Figure 10 . Cross-section of human nerve showing binding of fluorescein-conjugated UEA. Prominent fluorescence is seen associated with blood vessels (V). Intense binding is also observed in the perineurium (arrow).
The endoneurium is weakly stained. In rat nerves, UEA binding was absent in blood vessels and weak in the perineurium (not shown). Bar = 200 pm. 5 and 6 ). Blood vessels within the nerve were also intensely stained. The myclin and axon were devoid of binding.
GS-I. GS-I binding
was heavy in the penineurium of both rat and human nerves ( Figures  7 and 8) . Extensive binding was seen associated with the blood vessels and endoneunium of rat nerve ( Figure  7) but not in human nerve ( Figure  8) . Binding was not seen in the region of myclin or in the axon. A representative con-trol for the peroxidase procedure with no binding is shown in Figure 9 , which involved co-incubation of lectin with an inhibitory sugar (0.2 M galactose for GS-I).
GS-II.
Binding of GS-II was similar in rat and human nerves. 
UEA.
The binding pattern of UEA was different between rat and human nerves.
Rat nerves showed weak binding restricted to the penineunium. In human nerve, however, binding was eminent in the penincunium and the endothelia of blood vessels coursing through the nerve ( Figure  10 ). Weak binding was also observed in the endoneunium. The specificity of UEA for endothelium of human tissue has also been described earlier (14, 35) .
DBA.
DBA binding was similar in both rat and human nerves.
Some binding was observed in the penineunium, but it was not continuous ( Figure  11 ). The endoncunium, myclin, and axons were consistently devoid of binding. Blood vessels were intensely stained ( Figure  11 ).
PNA.
Binding ofPNA was also similar in both rat and human nerves. The penineunium exhibited intense binding, whereas other regions showed weak on no binding ( Figure  12 ).
RCA.
Binding of RCA was quite weak in both rat and human nerves and was associated with penincunium, endoneunium, and blood vessels (not shown). The axons and myelin were completely devoid of binding.
SBA.
Binding of SBA was cleanly present in the penineunium but was weak in the endoneunium in both rat and human nerves. 
